
Audio Script

Radio announcer (RA): Welcome to our Saturday programme Stories of the World. Today, our guest is John Randalf, an American historian and a journalist. John is here with us to talk about his unusual hobby, which is …? 

John Randalph (JR): Hello, listeners. It’s my pleasure to be here. Well, I’m not sure my hobby is really unusual, I just love reading old English legends. 

(RA): … old English legends … I see … 

(JR): Yes … I’ve done a lot of research to find as many of them as possible. I’ve visited a large number of libraries and bookshops and I’ve got quite a big collection of early stories of Britain. 

(RA): Is there anything you particularly like? 

(JR): To be honest – yes. I’m sure everyone has heard of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table. That’s my favourite one. I absolutely adore the hero, and the story itself. 
(RA): Right. Tell us, then, how it all started. How did you learn about King Arthur? 

(JR): It was long, long ago. My grandad used to tell me this story again and again. But I really got interested when I was doing a course in the history and literature of medieval Britain at university. I was completely fascinated by the legend, its heroes and its unique atmosphere. 

(RA): There are, however, many different versions of the legend. 

(JR): Yes, that’s true. But all of them talk about the Castle of Camelot, King Arthur’s brave heart and his magical sword Excalibur … 

(RA): … and also his friends – I mean – the Knights of the Round Table … 

(JR): That’s right! 
(RA): Can you mention a few names?
(JR): Certainly. There’s Sir Gawain and Sir Percival. Next comes Sir Lancelot, the Knight who fell in love with Arthur’s wife, and his son, Sir Galahad, who was the best knight. And maybe one more, Sir Mordred – he turned out to be Arthur’s dishonest nephew. All their adventures contain surprising events and the power of magic. 

(RA): OK, John. Have you ever tried to find out the truth about Arthur? 

(JR): Hmm … That’s not easy to answer. I’ve read a number of books but I really can’t say … I mean, historians don’t know if he really existed at all, who he was or what exactly he did. The most popular theory, however, is that he was simply a military commander, and not a king at all. In the sixth century, he fought against the Anglo-Saxon invaders of Britain. 

(RA): Do you think that this may have an influence on Arthur’s popularity nowadays? 

(JR): No, not really. Personally, I don’t think that this will make Arthur less popular. Anyway, it doesn’t make any difference to me. 

(adapted from The World of English)
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